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CHAPTER IIL

AT Y

IN WHICH SPIDER MYSTERIOUSLY LEAVES |

CAMP.

most dismal frame of

I was in 2

mind that we returned fo cur camp. |

rather to the place where our cainp bad
been. Ourreception was corresponding:

Iy dismal. In

the truth to say that we had 2o recep- |

g

tion. for while we were {rying to get,

the cattle over the river the Ballet Gir!
kad packed up everything taere was to
pack and had departed in search of 2
ford or a boat or some means of getting
across withont baving to ferry himself
cover on his timber lez. as he teld us
afterward. Therefore there was no din-
ner awaiting us when we arrived and
no means cf getting any-

When, after considerable search, we
finally discovered our missing kitchen.
it'had sncceeded in crossing, and then,
in the face of the rising water, it had
to return. It was quite nightfall when
it reached ns. The Ballet Girl was in a
particularly bad humor. For this rea-
son our supper, when we got it. was a
wretched one.

Still, bad as it was, it was welcome.
As the men gathered about the fire their

Spider was sobbing_as though his heart
would break.

‘spirits rose amazingly, even though

their wet clothes steamed more than

the scalding coffee that the cook poured

into the big tin cups. If was all in the

- "day’s work—of a cowboy.

We had nearly finished supper when
I noticed that Spider was not there. It
~was so unasual for him to absent him-
gelf from a meal that I went in search
of him, fearing that something might
be wrong. It was some time before I
could find him in the darkness; but.
hearing an odd sound from behind my
tent, I fcllowed it. With his arms
thrown around the neck of the horse
that bhe had ridden that day, Spider
was sobbing as though Lis heart would
break. 1 stood still for a moment, sur-
prised. He had not heard rie, and 1
knew that he would be terribly morti-
fied should bhe find that I had been a
witness of hisweakness, so I conghed in
a discreet manner to warn him of my
approach. The effect wasiustantaneous.
Spider straightened up immediately and
began to hum a little tune to himself.
while the horse lccked around at him
with an expression of mild surprise 2
his sadden change of mocd.

I asked bim why he did not come to
supper. He answered that he ‘‘didn’
seem ter want none jus’ nos? somehow.’
This was very startling. When I com-

Eended his bravery and magpanimity
in doing what he had done to save the
life of an enemy, he observed that *‘it
“‘Wasn’ po great shakes nohow, ™" and ihat

. - L ..
- gs he intended to square watters with

Hollis socper or later he didn’t want
Holiis érowued, as that obvionsly would
prevent any such reckoning.

It was like Spider to attach the low-
est possitle motive to anything thai be
might do, but I koew better. There
was no ose in saving anything more. !
beld ont my band. Spider winced as e
took it. Then I found that his right
paim kad been cut almost to the bone
by the rope ihat had been pnlied through
it. I teck him bLack to the canp and

with the limited resources at our com-
mand, and at last he rolled up in his
blanket and fell into the deep sleep of
utier exbaustion.

I bad returned to my own tent and
eat under the fiy, lcoking out at the
dismal landscape and feeling very blue
indeed. There was nothing, as far as
the eye could reach, but recck, cactus
and sand. How thke cattle were to live
I counld not see. Something must be

dope. I was about to call the foreman
for a ccnsultation when I saw him
coming toward me.

“‘Evenin, " he remarked as though he
bad not seen e before that day
«Thoncht I'd come over un see what
we’d best do with them there critters
while the river’s goin down We can't
gtay here.”

I didn't in the least know what to
do. Furthermore. the river was not
going down. It was rising

«Yags, so 'tis. That's what made me
think that mavbe, after all. we’ll have
ter take the herd ter o' Lorena's ran:ge
fer a bit Can't do po better zs [ ¢n
gee.”’

«Where is Lorena’s range?” " T asked
»Js there feed there?

« ‘Bant 40 mile down the river
Fes.
enonsh.
I asked for an exp
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fact. 1t wounld be nearer |

=
= : ! life settled back
dressed his band as well as I was able |

sie.  Anvhew. it locks like it's all we
' do.
I was not borrowing trouble.

i said

rena’s as socn as we could get away in
| the morning.
< —reckern

foreman.

sqareed the

| “Now there’s nnother thing I wanted ter |

say. You see how we was at the river
thismornin. We ve short handed, that's
what we are. an we want more beip.”

This fact was pot nevws to me, and 1

L said so.

“Well, svere
i the foreman weant o,
| se no good fer awhile—omne of his arnns

1% lgneer'n the other.

gy o g Hese

ever now.”

) Sy
shogrier n

«iTgllis he won't

lis a ioot

| an it} take er menth toxr get it braclk |
that Kid— |

Xl';\'\' 1‘:.".".";‘.""

dene sonie mizhty good

| where it was
i Spider. He
| work ves'éay in the herdin. not ter talk
for Hollis—a

1 ey o e
eroent thai Joo e done

| san what tried ter torow him dewn all

st ad

E

he knowed. S'pese we take him on.™
the cook do?’ I ob-

<Brt what will
jected.

| He's all right. Wec'n pickupa
I Chinaman er sunthin fer him bimel:y,
| an now he says the kid’ll be a sight
more use roun the cattle than ever he
was with the cook outfit. I guess we
¢’n call that settled, so fur es the Bally
Gurl goes. Course I knoyw the kid can’t
do 2 man’s work yet, an I cnly mean
ter give him boy’s pay fer now, till we
see how he does. Are you willin?”

I was perfectly willing—more than
that. T was delighted to give Spider bis
chance, but I did not sayso. Ionly
asked how Spider was to get a suitable
outfit—apart from the horse. If he had
taken a fancy to the ugly brute he had
ridden that day be might have the
creatare and welcome.

«] guess that lets us cat—the horse,”
responded the foreman. *‘The boys has
got up a sorter chip in fer the rest.

of it, I reckon. He will fer the chaps
anyhow. He owes it.”

Hollis certainly did owe the chaps,
but I was rather surprised from my
knowledge of the man that he should so
readily acknowledge his debt.

“Oh, ves, Hollis is mighty grateful, 1
reckon,’ replied the foreman when I
espressed my astonishment. “Hollis’ll
come down with the money all right,
don't you fear.”” There was something
peculiar in the foreman’s tone that
made me suspicious.

<“Does Hollis know that he’s expected
to contribute?”’ I asked.

“No, not yet. He will, thongh. I'm
a-gonter see him now.”” The foreman
hitched his holster conveniently for-
ward and departed. I shouted an order
after him to the effect that, whatever
Hollis might cr might not be willing to
give, there vhould be no coercion in the
matter. I rever knew whether or not
this order wasobeyed. Irather think it
was not.

I did not witness the announcement
of Spider’s promotion. Long before sun-
rise I had started out with the foreman
to arrange with Lorena for the use of
his pastures. The herd was to follow us.

As the foreman had said, I found Lo-
rena to be a most villainous ¢ld Mexi-
can and surrounded by a most villain-
ous crew of followers. He knew that we
were 2t his merey, and therefore over-
charged us frightfally. TLe pasturage
on his range was good, and that at least
was a comfort, but I didn’t at all like
the prospects in other ways. Two days
later, when the cattle arrived, we
_camped, as before. on the banks of the
river. Our ostensible reason for camp-
ing there was, of course, that we would
be or hand at the earliest possible mo-
ment when the river should fall enough
to allow us to cross. But reaily we
chese this place. the foreman and I, in
order to be as far away as we could
from the wicked little fown of Agua
Caliente, the headguarters of Lorena
and his friends. At best the town was
far nearer us than we liked. The dis-
tance was only 20 miles or sc.

we did not seem to me to have much
caunse for alarz. In fact, I would bhave
been rather relieved had not the fore-
man kept up 2 continual croaking. The
cattle were in no way interfered with.
It ie true that many of our men would
avail themselves ¢f every possible op-
portunity to get to Agua Caliente, and
would frequertly stay there much
longer than they ought; but this, in
view of the time that had lapsed since
they bad seen a town of any kind at
all, was no macre than one must expect.
There was little for the men 10 do.

In fact, for this first fortnight, the
to its old monotony as
far as I was concerned. To Spider the
new respenmsibilities that be had as-
sumed seemed a never failing delight.

| He worked indefatizably, and at night
was quite ready to go to sleep without |

the preamble of setting the camp by
the ears, according to his former habit.
Apart from cther reasons, I think that
Spider would at this time bave consid:

ered such an outbreak beneath his dig-

! pity. waless committed for weighty and

well considered reasons. Besides, bis
outfit arrived. which placed him. whezn
the first stunning shock of surprise had
subsided. on the pinnacle of all earthly
bliss.

Spider might well be pleased. The
“bors’’ had done their best, and Spider
w:s equipped from bead to heel with
cowboy paraphernalia-——saddle, bridle.
| spurs and all. His chaps were resplend-
ent. The new leather made his legs. so
the men said. look like those of a newly
hatched chicken. they were so yvellew.
So taken with themn was Spider that he

' zeing, he was admiring his lees Bat a |
| glory greater even than the chaps lav |
the heavy pistel, that |
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Spider threw binmsclf into his WOrk
| with an energy greater, if possible, than

| before.

that I thoueht we'd better start for Lo- |

Hollis, he’ll come up with ccnsid’able !

For a week cr two after we arrived |

| was nearly thrown several _es the

| - - [}
| first day be wor . them because. instead |
| of looking to see where bis harse was |

Lacic of energy was at no time |

lone of Spider’s fanits, and this was
| mrost fortnnate. for we peeded him and
|

| every cpe on whom we conld depend |

more and more as the days passed Ly
| Matters in the camp were going from
[ bad to worse.

| Thosa men who went most frequent-
Iv to Agua Caliente began geing often-

than ever

{er

£
i

| leave sheir wOr in erder to {179 there.
| 1 +1 e R R . 3 L - 1

| snd when they retarned they would Le
fgiled with the malizoant whisky preva-
i lent in that r or with 1he siill
{mere malienant meseal. Conld we have
| replaced them ihese n waunld bhave

been @ischazzed at once. but we conid

Sk Rk

P

! not replace them. For a time I'was
comforted by the reflection that as scon

us their mouex gave out this conduct

| must cease. It did
of the cowbors left. Some became so
nseless that, great as ony need was, we
had to discharge them.
who went often to Agua Caliente, Hollis
alone would return scber.

“An he's
about.’’ said the foreman as for tha
hundredth time we were holding a
council. *‘He's ban’ in glove with Lo-
rena an the hull gang. It's them what
get the bers away—it’s their reg’lar
trick. They wants ter weaken us all
they can an then sneak the cattle. Been
stealin cattle fer vears, they have, only
no one couldn’'t preve nothin. They
ain’t takin no chances they ¢’n help,
but the river's goin down purty fas’
now. an they knmow it. so I reckon
they’'ll make ther try fer our herd in a
night er two—t'night. maybe. Better
get the cattle together. There ain’t no
nse in our foolin ourselves—things
don't look none too gaudy. no way you
c’n see 'em.”’

What the foreman said was perfectly
true. I fully realized that now, and at
once gave orders to rcund up the cattle.
The river had fallen considerably, and it
was decided that we shculd move the
camp and gathber the cattle at the near-
est ford, 12 miles below. In this way it
was just possible that, if the river al-
lowed us, we might get across and away
before there was an opportunity for
trouble.

All of our men were at supper that
night, and all of them, with the excep-
tion of Hollis, were trustworthy. The
others had been weeded ont days before.
As the hasty meal was finiched the fore-
man stood up and made a little speech
to the men. It was very short.

“Boys,’” be said. *“I reckon you all
knows what rycu got ter do. New you
wanter saddle up an do it jus’ as guick
as you know how. There’ll be trouble
else at both ends er the line. Now’s the
time ter start.”

The boys saddled and started. Ina
few minutes. except for the Ballet
Girl, who was hurriedly striking camp,
there was not a human being in sight.
Driving the spare horses ahead of me,
I went directly to our new camping
place, gathering by the way what few
cattle I could get. I was the first to ar-
rive at the ford. I built a fire to guide

the others to this point and sat down
to keep it going until the cook could
come up and relieve me.

Few of the cattle had strayed far.
Followed by a shouting cowboy or two,

ST veckon you all Inowswwhat yow got ter
do'”

small bunchbes scon began to come in.

| These bunches would be nnited on the |

river banlk, and their herders wounld
gallop off after more. Then the cook

waeon drew up at the fire, which was |

jutilized by the Ballet Girl for the man-
i nfacture and maintenance of a huge pot
{of coffee, kept for the benefit of all
| comers There was no time to stop and
cat.

The men came and went and came
azain, all of them, except Spider and
Hollis. I had not seen them since sup-
per. I began to get very uneasy about

| came in. Cappy Lee, it scemed, was the
last to see then.
evening. Spider was spurring along di-

was long past midnizht when Lee in-
formed me of this. Calling the fore-
man, I hurriedly told him about Spi-

was last seen. I also told bim that I
was very much afraid that sowmething
had happened to the boy and that I in-
tended to =tart out at once in search cf
bim.

«Ridin jealouser Hollis, I s’pose, like
bhe always does.” said the foreman.
| «Well, I reckon you'd better go.” he
! went on, after thinking a moment
“Ougbtn’t ter goalone. though™ —

“Je won’t go alone, you bet vom, =
| Lee interrupted. *“Jus’ wait till I sad-
dle up a fresh harse an get my rifle
cnter the wacon. I won't be lona. ™

+A\What abont yer work?
foreman reprovingy

“Have ter 9ot
best it kin, 1 reckon,” responiied Lee as
willeed  aseay to make his prepais
Thf il
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Semetimes they would |

not cease, bnt in- |

ctond it became worse than ever. Some |
Of all the men !

jus’ the las’ one I care |

Spider and made inquiries as the men |

It was early in the |

rectly in Hellis' wake and both of |
them heading for Agua Calientz. It

der’s absence and in whese company he |

" asked the |

lonz withant me the |

' myseii—an ['ll burn Agna Caliente an |

shoct every man ther is in the place. ™
I laughed.

| “Yourneedn't ter langh.” cried the
foreman indignantly.  “Yoa know 1

don't taik ‘less I mean it If me an the
bovs can live ter do it. I'll do every
[as’ thing I said.”

At first I had shenzht that Le was
- joking. bLut it was as Lesaid, Ile meant
EVEeTY word  Of eonrse ! would net for
to such a plan as
3, gpe that mizht in-
volve the killing of men wno had nct
done or intended 1 wave
the foreman orders o stop where he
was= ontil the tollowing ncon. and then,
32 we had Bot retnrned. to send a search

Lo
Bat T ecnid net sze that wewere

115

consent

a mainent
that he ¥

us any harn.

| panty
in anx danger.
‘SPanoerit
| gbstipately-
know some better than vou do

responded the

“Weil. I reckon maybe I

! cearch party. I'm boss when yon ain’t
i bere. I'm a-zonter hel® all the hovs as
| they come in an give “em a pight'srest.
' We c'n start work in the mornin one
{ way er anotber—an hour after sun up.
i Hol' o a minute.”

{ Heran to the wagon and took out a
rifie, which he fastened to my saddle.

“Pake thisalong. Mavbe you'll want
it,”’ he said. shoving a handful of car-
tridges into my pocket. ‘‘Here comes
Lee."

As he spoke the cowboy, freshly
mounted, came cantering up, and we
started off.

“You needn’t be afraid of us hurtin
no icnercent mep.'" the foreman called
after us reassuringly. “*We wouldn’t
do that.”” He waited until we were
some distance away, and then, making
a speaking trumpet of his bands, he
bawled:

«“In—Agua Caliente there—ain't—
no—innercent—men!’’

[TO BE CONTINTED.]

EAGLES AND THEIR PREY.

A Giant Bird Whosc Race Has Hap-
pily Become Extinct.

There is a2t the present moment at
the Natural History museum a model
of the skull of an eagle so gigantic that
the imagination can scarcely fit it into
the life of this planet at all

The whole head is larger than that of
an ox. and the beak resembles a pair
of hydraulic shears. Unlike most of
the giant beasts. this eagle. which in-

| remains to have differed little from
the existine species.  Its size alone
distinguishes it. The quills of the
feathors which bore this awful raptor
through the air must have been 2s

as wide as car bindes.
killed and tora to pivces Cremiuies s
large as a bison and whirled up into
the sky and dropped into the rocis
the gigantic caiapaced aniinals of
prehistoric Patagonia s easily as a
modern eagle of California does - the
land tortoise on which it feeds.

Even today there are few carnivo-
rous animals. whether birds or beasts,
which bave so wide a range of prey
as the eagles. Like the kinged drag-
ons of old story. they can ravaze
earth, air and sea and feed promiscu-
ously on the denizens of all three ele-
ments. From serpents on the burning
desort to seals on the everlasting ice,
from monkeys in the tropical forests
to marmots on the Alpine slopes, from
dead sheep on hizhland Lills to pea-
cocks in the Indian jungles, no form of
fich. flesh or fowl] comes amiss to them.

exorable law of his race from the lieme
where he was reaved. finds a free
Hreakfast table wherever be
Cornhill Magazine.

Pasily Settled.

They fell into conversation cn the
avenue street car. as men will to pass
away the time. and when one of them
happened 1o mention he was from
Pittshure the other turned to him with:

“Pittsburg. ek? Dear me, but now
singular!”

“IIow do Fou mean. sir?” was asked.
I “Why, I was in Dittsburg 21 years
| ago and lest 10 cents in a strect car. 1

| was thinkine of the incident just be-
fore veu spoke to me. 1 suppose you
1 couldn’t inform me whether the money
| was ever found, could you”
t *Why. yes: I believe 1 can..
| a dime in a sireet car zbout 21 years
i aco and have been looking far the own-
| er ever since. Here it is. It must be-
| long to you.”
'; “Thanks. You are an honest man.
| Here's 2 cents to rew:iard you.”
i The Piutsburg man pocketcd the re-
| ward as the other pocketed the dine,
and then they closed the incident.—
Washington Post.

! “Og” For 01

i 1 always say I bought it off Jones,”
and up to now, through so constantly
‘i hearing people, my late father includ-
| ed (he always used to pronounce cof-
E fee as corffee). talk in this way, thought
i it was right.  Still this would be only
in conversation. Writing to any one.
saving I had bought anything, I should
put “of Jones” or “from Jones.” 1
suppose “from Jones” would be per-
feetly correct.

1 have heard this form of speech in
many different parts of the country,
but most frequently, I think, in and
near Liverpool.
| Tle use of “off” for “of” and “off of”
{ 8 common in the north of England.—
1 Notes and Queries.
|

A Dreary Thoroughinre.
Of all dreary roads few have such
" desolate surroundings as that leading
Jerusalemn.,  The road winds
Lhills which for miles
of every living thing
oeensionanl of lons

conts el sheep, apparently

from
anmong

destitate
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Fixced the Gas Company.

<111 fix “emn,” said a Capitol HIill citl- ’

zen when lie zot Lis gas bill a ecouple of
montls azo. “Nipe dollars and eizhity
conts, ey,
nizht witly the excepiion of

three for the past menth!

WO

Cthav= all. at the end of the month, but

foreman |

If vou !

habited Patamonia, appears from its '

nebhhiles amd atiended by a youtl- |

stevp hillsides are !

its full |
| W. A TURK.

Cof an inch, from 121 to 138 days of |

, growth are necessary.

itf I don't make that zas meter of mine
work overtime berween now and the
day I move iUl be beeause I orun out
cimnatehes vl Fll eastupabout
40 worth of cas and then lot the dara-
od cis company kKeep tha 23 I've 2ot on
denos=it?”

So from that evond

twilichit fell the apit

S

12w
Hread

ol T2 man pidde
a tour of the Lhonse and lit every jet

from cellar to garret.

I teaeh e 1o

=il to himsell savagel

]
s

Le amd Lis swile picked out another
Leuse and made arrangements for mov-
ing. The Capitol Il man was de-
lighted when the zas bill read $29.60.

“T'his is one tizie they won't gouge
me!" he shouted exuitaptiy as he dane-
ed around with the bill in his hand.

Three days Lefore the day set for
moving his wife was taken ill. and of
course the moving had ta be declared
off. She is only now convalescing. The
Capitel Hill man paid the $29.68. and
his friends are now telling him the
story about the man who robbed his
own trunk.—Washington Post.

Humors of the Lasw,

In & recent bankruptey ease, in
speaking of justices of the peace, they
are said to be “officers by no means in-
fallible, frequently innocent of law ard
actually sometimes kpown to construe
the abbreviation afix designating their
office, *J. P to meaz ‘judgment for
plaintiff.” ”

A federal court, in explaining that
the functions of a charge d'affaires
were not shown by the literal transla-
tion of the terms, illustrated by say-
ing, “To appoint a person chief builder
could not be understood to invest him
with the ececlesiasticzl functions of the
pontifex maximes.”—Case and Com-
mept.

" SOUTHERN RAILWAY.
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Condensed Schedule in Effect Jan. 17, 1500.
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when we've been out every !
or | % .
| can raise them who has studied

Il move, |

61 as Saon .’15:

HOICE Vegetables
will always find a ready
market—but only that farmer

T e Ta o
orEdt

secret how to ob-
zain both quality and quantity
by the judicious use of well-
balanced fertilizers. No fertl-
tzbles can produce
s 1t contains

"nt;'.sil. .“;tind ior

\We send them

information.

free of charve.

GERMAN KALI WORKS,

g3 Nassan Sr., New York.

f.ife and
Fire Insurance.

Cail on me, at my residence, Liberty

Street, for both Life and Fire Insu-

rance. Oniy reliable Companies rep-
resented. Phone No 130.

Andrena Moses.
Oct 25—o.

BARRED PLYMOUTH ROCK
EGGS
From Thorougbbred Prize Winners

$1.50 FOR 15.
Safe Arrivel Guaranteed.

L. C. DARSEY,
Suony Side, Ga.
2m

Box 12.

Jan 31

FOR SALE.

EXTRA FINE
BARRED PLYMOUTHS

Also, Eggs for Hatohing, 15 for §2 C0.
Nicely Packed in New Baskets,
JOHN A. CULLOM,
Ridge Spring, S. C.
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